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FEDERAL TRANSPORT PORTFOLIO 

680. Mr P.W. ANDREWS to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
We all know that Western Australia has been short-changed by the federal government when it comes to 
spending on road and rail infrastructure.  Can Western Australia expect a better deal now that the transport 
portfolio has changed hands? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question and his very astute observation that Western Australia does not get its fair 
share of funding. 

Mr T. Buswell:  Are you looking for Kim? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No, I am looking for the gentlemen - the member for Stirling - who is opposed to 
us applying for a fund that the federal government set up by saying that it is an outrage and that we should not 
apply for it and that all the money should go to the eastern states! 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This latest exercise in musical chairs, which, obviously, only the National Party is 
allowed to play - 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Dawesville to order for the second time. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This really demonstrates that the federal transport portfolio is clearly seen by the 
federal government as a National Party fiefdom to be occupied by a series of feudal lords dispensing largesse to 
loyal National Party voters.  Of course, that is very bad news for Western Australia because, as we know, our 
friends over there have been unable to cut the mustard at a federal level.  They do not have any federal 
representatives in Parliament.  We are off the radar as far as the National Party is concerned federally.  
Notwithstanding our extraordinary contribution to the national economy, we are still not getting the assistance 
we deserve. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Cottesloe! 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I think it is interesting that Mr Vaile did not bother to veil his intentions.  I will 
quote some of the very interesting paragraphs of what Mr Vaile has had to say - 

Mr Vaile said the Pacific Highway, running through a string of Nationals-held seats including his 
electorate of Lyne on the NSW mid-north coast, and the adjoining seats of Luke Hartsuyker and Ian 
Causley, was also a priority. 

He went on in his statements to say that he was unashamed of the fact that he will obviously be looking at the 
work.  He said - 

We started it in 1996 with the New South Wales government, and quite selfishly, my constituency 
being on the Mid North Coast of New South Wales, (it) is obviously the completion of the work that 
needs to be done on the Pacific Highway . . .  

He has made it quite clear that the two projects he wants to advance are the Pacific Highway between Sydney 
and Brisbane and a $3 billion railway - 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the members for Cottesloe and Leschenault. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I repeat: a $3 billion railway between Melbourne and Brisbane.  The Liberal 
partner of the coalition has completely abandoned the important transport portfolio to the National Party.  Time 
and again it has allowed the National Party to set an agenda that completely excludes Western Australia, which 
is the state that is bringing home the bacon.  We must stand up and defend Western Australia and make sure that 
we get someone in the portfolio who will take notice of this side of the country. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Cottesloe to order for the second time. 
 


